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| Hen the Lawes of Heaven were giver | q 


to 1ſrael, by the Hand of Moſes, *tib 
Obiervable, that the firſt of the Judgments | 
then ſet before them,was about Servants : They | 
had been Servants themſelves ; & it was very ' 
proper to Begin with ſuch things as might./— 
mind them of their late Condition, & ſuch 
things whereof they might be further mind- 
ed in their Jate Condition. Their Father 74+ | +. 
cob,alſo had been hardly uſedas a Servant,for! 
V\ hole Sevens of Years, & in Tome Remem-} 
brance of it,the Lord begins His Laws with|N, 
Prohibiting the Children of Facob, to make; 
one of their Netion a Servant more than Six. 
Reader, Ihave Conſidered,that the Second: 
Edition of the Law, in the New 'Feftament! 
likewiſe, made no little mention of what be-/ 
longs unto a Good Servant : and IMhave Cont 
fidered the many Complaints which Fami-,.4 
lies in all places made, oftherr wanting fuck 
a Blejiug, That I might in this matrer, be 
a Servant unto the Lord Jefus Chriſt, and 
the Souls of my Neighbours, both the Boud,, 
& the Free, in Him, the following Efay, jul 
as it was uttered unto my own Congregass, 
| tion, 15 here Expoſed. f. 
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In! ; 
4. Tt is Written, in 
a | Tit. II. 9, 10. 


|Exhort Servants to be obedient unto their own Ma» 
fters, and to pleaſe' them well in ail rhings, not 
Tj anſwering again. 
Net purloyning, but ſhewing all good fidelity, that 
Kei they may adorn the Doctrine of God our Savicnr, 
x. i all thing s- | 
d It is alſo Written, m 
my : Tin. FL. 2.6.5 
|Le# as many Servants as are under the yoke, count 
ci their own Matters worthy of all kczour : thas the 
IT. Name of God, and bis Dottrine be net bla{phemed. 
U- Aud they that have believing Maſters, let them not 
h deſpiſe them, becauſe they are brethren : but rather 
be do them Service, becauſe they are faithful, and 
1d Feloved, partakers of the benefit, Theſe things 
A teach and exhbort. 
| Ic is again Written, in 
4 | . Eph. VL F 6, To 8. 
»PIServems be ovedient to them that are your Maſters 
- 8ccording $0 the fleſh, with fear ard irembing, 

g) i ſing lene/s of yeur heart, as unto Chriſt. 
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Not with eye ſervice, as men pleaſers, but as the 
Serwants of Chriſt, deing the will of God fronf®. 
the heart." [ 

With goed-will dcing ſervice, as to the Lord, an Rc 
2108 10 men. Kzet 

Rn wing that whatſocvy good thing any man doeth 3** 
the [ame ſhath he receive of the Lord, whether hep 
be bond or free. ay 

It is likewiſe. Written, in | pe 
Col. II. 22, 23, 24, 25. [- 

Servants obey in all things your maſters according 1. \.* 
the fleſh; not with eye ſervice, as men-pleaſers, bit _Y 
in (ingleneſs of heart, fearing God. bn 

And whatſoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, "1 
& 1d not unto men. | ( Þ 

Knowing that of the Lord ye ſhall receive the reward We 
of the inheritance : for ye ſerve the Lord ChrifF. 

Bui he that doeth wrong, ſhall receive for the wrong a 
which be hath done : and there is no veſpeft of p” 


perſons. 


It was afterwards Written, in - 

1 Per. I]. 18. ['Y 

Servants be ſubjeft to your maſters with all fear, nt - 
only to the good & gentle, but alſo to the froward. js 
ut 

HE Great God who Formed all things, 4 


and who particularly, Formed the Sps- hy 

rit of man within him, hath Formed. 

Us with a Soc;able Diſpoſition; which Q 

Diſpolition to Society, Planted by God in our - 
Nature, 
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ep Nature, hath Poſitive Rales given by oug God 
oy2 His Word, tor the Regulation of it. * 
The Firſt Society, which Mankind falls, and 
i» #2deed Naturally talls into, 15 Domeſtical; the So- 
cjety, that makes a Famntip. Now, by the De- 
3 mands of Natwre .it ſelf, tis come to . paſs, that 
hep ſuch a Society there muſt be a Superzarity, and 
an Inferiority ; there muſt be ſome . who. are to 
Command, and .there muſt be ſome,who are to 
' (Obey. ©: Accordingly, 'The, Dome#ical Scciety is of 
2; Three Sorts; Thereis a Conjugal Society, or 
4; that between the Huvpnd and the WWife ; there is 
| a, Parental Society , or that between the Parert 
.q;and the Child ; and there. 33 laſt, and loweſt - of 
1 al, an Yerjle Soctety, or that between the 
, Waſter and the Servant. | 
Wheg the Providence of :God, hath brought 
1, @ perſon, into any fort of Humane Society, it is 
7 not che lea{t Office of Kehgion to dire, and 
 affift, the, perſon, in the Diſcharge of the Kicla- 
tion, which hz bears to that Saciety. The true 
| Religion, having a due Impreſſion upon us, will 
vaſtly' amend us, and improve us, in every Rela- 
3 tion, wherein the Providence of Gud hath pla- 
ced us. It has been a Maxime ſometimes, juſtly 
uſed ; Be ſure, that Religion cannot be r4gbt, that a 
man 4s the. worſe for having. And I vall add THs 
'7/ into it ; Be ſure, if a Pericn ſeem tg. þe Religicas, 
f bur is not by Religion, made, a Beiter Husband 
1 
y 
) 


or Wiſe, a Better Parent or Child, a Beiter Ma- 
ſer or Servant, that perſons Religicn is vain. 
| | A} Ws 
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We find therefore that the Scriptures of God 
often rs largely infiſt on the: Putie of men, 


in thoſe Fiefative Capacities, wherein they Rand 
oblized unto one another. But among. the reſt, 
the Diti:s'of Mafe; and Servants are preſſed, 
wi:h a very frequent, fervent and pungent In- 
culcation ; and thjs moſt eſpecially in the Infpi- 
red EpiſHes of the New Tefament. In the Days 
of Premitie Chriſt iavity; there were Chriſtianized 
Maſters, who had mtich adoe to lay aſide, the 
heros, Harſh, bruiih and bloody Uſage of 
their Servants, whereto 'in their Paganiſm they 
had been 'accrftomed ; and there were Chri- 
Ttianized Servants who on the other ſide had 
much adb to maincain'as due Repeat unto their] 
Mater, alter they were by Regeneration 'ad- 
vanced unto the priviledges of the Goſpel, and 
made: the Sons arid Heirs ' of God. ' For this 
cauſe, the Apoſtles, do 'very emphatically De- 
monſtrate it, that Chriftianity will Teach perſons 


to be better: Maſters, and better Servants, than' 


ever they were before. 

Caſting a careful Eye upon our Aﬀembly, 1 
behold here many Hundreds of perſons, which 
' have been Stated in both ef theſe two Orders, 
| ,Þby the God of Order. Twill therefore be but a 
| A of. oar Steward!y Faichfulnes, our Paſtors 
 Watchtuihelſs, ro Addref; both of theſe Orders, 
wich ſuch #dmenitions as may be agreeable unto 
| chelr Circuraſtances. | 


T And 


od 
n,! 
nd 
}. 


ol 


Served before them. I muſt in the Fryft place, 
.Exhort you that are Maſters, co Read ſcrioul- 
ly thoſe Paragraphs in the Oracles of God, 
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CT And Firf, I will have the Seryants to ſtand 
by, as it becomes them, till their Maſterg are 


which lye next unto them, wherein the Duties 
of Servants are ſpecified, for you will therein 
find your Duties alſo, abundantly declared : and 
when Maſters are token to, Let the Miſtreſſes 
alſo take all thac ſhall be ſpoke, unto themſelves. 


T. But the firft of thoſe Counſils, which are 
proper and nee{ful tor you is; Oh! fee to it, 
You that are Mafers, and have Servants, I En- 
treat you, ſee to it, That you be not yourſelves 
the Servants of che worſt Maſtcrg in the 
World. You do alittle hear the Image of God, 
in that Governmert, which you have over your 
Servants ; but God forbid, that you ſhould bear 
at the ſame Time, the Image of the "Dewal, and 
be under the Government of that Wicked One. 
Very Lamenta>le was the Curſe of Canaan, in 
Ger. 9. 25. He ſhall be a Servaut of Servants, 
And how lamencably Curſed then will you try 
to make your Servents, if their Maſter rauit be 
a Servant of the Devil. Poorly fit 45 that man 
to Command others, who thall be himfſclf Com 
manded always by the Dew, and by the Earth! 
Senſual Deviliſh Inclinations cf his own Hear 
2y 15, Do you farft your lelves become the Se 
A4 Van 
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wars of God, and then you may bave Bleflings 


come Servants unto, your ſelves. There: 4s this | 


Leſion divers times in the Bible given you; Know 
that you bave a Maſter in Heaven, - I ſay (then, 


Wo 


Learn this Leſſon; and let every Mafter Tay, The | 
Lord of Heaven ſhall be my Maſter. I remember | 


the Servant of Abraham ſeem'd, as it were to 
value himſelt, upon the ſcore of his having ſuch 


a After; ſaid he, in Gen. 24. 34. I am Abra- | 
hams Servant. Indeed, a Maſter that ſhall be 


Iike Abrabam, an Exemplary Believer, and a Re- 
ligious Houſholder, will give Servants cauſe to 


bc ambitious of Living with him. Whereas, | 


Qu non obtemperas Domino, torqueris a Serao.' 

Our own Diſchedience unio God, is often 
Chaſtilcy in the Dſobedrence, and the Misbeha- 
viour, of our Servants. yi 07s 40 


IT. But having thus Embraced that Service, 
from which the biggeſt” Mafer or Monarch, is 
not Excuſed, a Second of thoſe Counſils; where- 


wich you ſhould now be adviſed; is, . To be as ' 


Hl Adwifed as you can; ia-the Choice of your 
Servants, It was the good Reſolution of a: Re- 
nowned - Maſter, in Pal. 101; 4, 6. I will wt 
know a wicked perſon ; mine eges | ſhall be upon the 
| Faithful of the Land, that they may dwell wub me; 
be that walketh i» a perfet#; wy, he ſhall Serve 
| ane ; He that works Deceit ſhall -not dwell withen 
"my Houſe, be that telleth Lies, ſpall not tarry in my 
| 5 0412 


#7 


in, you will be. Bleflings to, thole that ſhall "be- | 


fo 
be 


11S 
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| bour in your Houſes a Tra:tor and a Rebel a- 


| _ the God of Heaven ; but as far as: may. 


IDS 7 


 true';” there is too much Scarcity of Gedly Ser- 


| Choice, to have Servents, that ſhall be noted-for 
; ahy viſible and notorious Ungodlineſs ; you had 
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fight. IT beleech you, do not Choale to Har- 


» Chooſe thoſe to Serve you, that profels them- 
ſelves willing to Serve the God, that made-both 
you and them. It is true, and, alas, that it is 


wants, to afford a Choice, unto us all ; but if we 
can't have Gedly Servants, yet let it not be our 


better take a Serpent into your Houſes, than a 
Profane, Swearing, Curſing, Drinking, Wanton, 
'Thievith, Lying, Child of the Old, Serpent. 
There are many little Ingenuicies, which are 
uſed by'men, for the Trials af their Servants, 
before they have them ; the Trials of their Ca- 
pacity,” their Sedulitiy; their Fidelity 5 but let 
your main Trials for your Servants be, Whether 
they can fay, as he, in x King. 18. 12. I thy Ser- 
want feay the Lord from my Youth. Now, a good 
Report , of them, is therefore to be ſought. for. 
An Oneſimus, a Servant Born again, will be a 
profrable Servant. 


ITE. But having Chen your Servants, and en- 
deavoured that they may -be Choice. Ones, You 
are now, Thirdly, to end unto ſome turthe 
Counfils, about the well ereating of them. -1 

And here, there are Three Things that yo 
owe, yea, there are Four Things, that ma 
not be denyed unto them, Eve 
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Even, the Moral Philoſophy, of the Heathen, 


pronounced, Three Things to be due from 2; 


Maſter, unto a Servant; namely, Work, and 


Food, and Dsſcipline ; | Nam Cibus ſine Opere facw, 


Sexwum Porcum ; Opus ſne Cibo, Aſimum ; Caſtiger 
#:0 fine wtrog; Canem | and, 1 am ſure, our Chrt 
ſtian Theelogy, will not Releaſe you, from any of 
the Debts which thus Ly upon you. Maſters 
iced ſhould be Fathers unto their ' Servants, 
It was a moſt ſuitable word, which a Celebra- 
ted Maſter once had from thoſe that were un- 
der him, in 2 King. 5. 134. His Servems camg 
near, and ſpake unio him, and ſaid, My Father. 


Thus, you ſhould give your Servants realon to. 
teſtifie concerning you, Thet man has heen a | 
Father to me, as long as I have Lived with bim. , 


Now, that it may be ſo, 

- The firſt Thing that you owe to your Ser- 
wants, is, Work. Let them have Work to do, 
and ler their Work be well dons; countenance 
| them not in ay ldleneſs, whereof there © comes 
mo Goodneſs, Now in Ordering the Wark of 
your Servants, you muſt Lay no &inful Com- 


mands upon them, nor appoint them any Evil 


Work. It is your Title in the Book of ' God, 
Haſters according to the Fleſh, You may Comr 
manJ no further than the Fleſh of your Servants; 
tncy may not Dy any oin#grong their own Souls, 
to gratity you ;3.nor may you Command them 
to do any of thoſe things which are, the I#orks 
f the Fleſh, Your Awberity over your Syryants, 

1s 


+. 
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| rity be employed againſt Him. The Mafer and 


; on ene another, in that horrid Action, whereof 


brabam, ſhow that you would not have the Cor 
| ſaexce of a Servant in any thing Impoſed on. 
; - Again, in Ordering the Work of your Servants, 
_ Jou muſt Lay no Cruel Commands upon them, 


XN God Batter well Served. 2x 
1s. Derived from God ; Oh ! Ler not that 4ut00- 


the Servents did but bring Everlaſting Ruine up 


we read, in 2 Sam. 13.28, 29: Abſalom Com- 
ended bis Servants ro Commit a moſt pernicious 
Villaoy, faying, Fray not, have nat 1 Commanded 
yu And the Serwants of Abſalom, it follows, did 
as be Commanded, Send not your Servants upon 
the Devils Bufineſs ; make not your Servants, 
the Tools ef any Wickedneſs ; Let not your 
Servants be bidden, like Sennacheribs, to Reproach 
the Almighty Lord ; No, but like another A- 


Nor appoznt them Too Hard Work. 1 you mult 
be Mereiful to 4 Beaft, you muſt mach more be: 
Aerciful to a Servant, in your not Over-workin 
of him. A Szrvant muſt not be handled like a 
Beaſt, The Strength of your Servants mult be 
conſidered : 

Quid ferre waleyt, Humeri, quid ferre recuſant. 

And you mutt 10 Proportion their Wark to it 
that they may not Complain of you, as the 
over- burdened, over-driven [/raelites did, of thei 
Egyptian Taskmaſters. Don't put them upo 
Cries and Groans, which God will hear in He! 
ven His Holy Habst#tion | There are ſome who 
Coumryes in the World, againſt whom the C 


— 
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of the Servant, is dreadfully gone up unto the 
Lord of Sabaoth. It was the Law in T1/raet in 
Lev. 25.46, Ye ſhall not Rule over one another with 
Rigour, Be a Mafter, but be not a Tyrant : Let 
not your Servants have their Lives Embittered, 
their Hea/ths Impaired, their Bodies Macerated, 
by your Tyranny. A David once, when he 
was himſelf, would not meddle with a thing, 
whereby the Blood of a Servant had been Ex- 
poſed. Yea, *Twas the Speech of a Generous 
Pagan, Our Servants are as our Por Friends, . aud 
are in our Houſes vot meerly for Servitude, but for 
Patronage. But this is not all you have to do, a- 
bout the Wok of your Servants; You are alſo 
faithfully ro Teach your Servants the Work ors 
that Calling, for the learning whereof,. any of 
them are bound unto you. While you uſe them 
for Servants, you mult fo uſe them, that in Time 
they may come © be Maiters, If Servants arc 
with you, to Learn, any MyFery in your Oc- 
Clipatien, t*will be a moſt Comphicatee,Couſenage 
and Robbery in you, to Conctal that Myſtery trom 
tkem. Hide not from them any Ingenzous or 
-ignificant Part of your Trade, out of any Cove- 
tcous, Envious, Undermining purpoſes. It was 
Enjoined about a Servant, arriving to the Period 


©f his Prentice-ſhip, in Deut. x 5.1 3,14. Thou ſhs lt 
Got let him go away Empty ; thou ſalt furniſh him 
(Liberally : This was that he might not be under 
G% Neceflicy of becoming a Servant again. Thoſe 


Maſters, who by Rtting cheix Sexyants g9 JT 
Tn- 
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of God, in Col.4.1x. Maſters, give wito your Ser- 
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Unfurniſhed with the $k:/! of their Trades, do 
keceflitate them unto the Second Service of 

Ourney men, are guilty of a great Iniquity ! 
But, it there be any Myfery of Iniquity in any of 
your Trades, don't let your &rwvants underſtand 
any of Them. Show them not any Subtile aud 
Shuffling Tricks, which belong to the Arts of 
Cheating. No, I will ſpeak in the words of a 
Witty Writer, If thow art Skill'd in avy Black Art, 
keep that unto thy ſelf, and the Devil from whence 
it came, If you pur them upon the doing of 
any Fraudulent thing for your advantage, you 
will make them Incur chat Threatning,in Zepn. 
I.9. I will puniſh them, which fill their Matters 
Houſes , with Violence and Deceit. | 

But now, having well ordered the Fork of 
your Servants, the Seeond thing that you owe 
to them, is, Food. Let them not want their 
Food, nor any of that Phyfick, or that Clothing, 
which may come under the Reckoning of, A 
Food Comvenient for them: This is the Demand 


wants, tha; which is juſt and equal. It i5 but juﬀf 
and equal, that you ſhould Feed them, and Help 
them, that Serve you. As for the Dict of you 
Servants, when they are Well, which is one 
thing that belongs unto their Food, this is to te 
Wholefome and Enough. It was ſaid, in Luk.15.17 
How many Hired Servants of my Fathers, have Brea: 
Enough. "They will not for Shame ask tor Dan 
Jies, The Proverbs of the Wiſe man, have Stig 

| matizeC 
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matized, A Servant that is Delicately vrought up. 


of 


4 


Nevertheles, Bread they ſhould have ; and fo 19? 


much Meat, and ſo much Drink, as may be rea- 
ſonably Eſteemed, Enough. Our Eord ha's told 
us, The Labourer 3+ Worthy of it. Again, As for 
the Hieliet of your Servants, when they are 1, 


which is another thing that belongs unto their 


Food, you are to ſhow your Compaſſion on them, 
init. He was a Dercitable Amalekite, of whom 
t'was ſaid, in 1 Sam.30.13. My Maſter left me, 
becauſe Three Dayes agone, I fell ſick. The Neg- 
l:& of them, # their dickneis, will be a fort of 


Murder, in the Account of God : .and a withold- | 
ing of any Juſtice from them for their Sickneſs, | 
is az Dilhonourabls, as Uncharitable. The Cen- 


turion, was a Souldier, and though the Perſons 
of thas Proftefiion, ares uſuallv more Hard harted 


than others are, yet when he had a Servant lying | 


Sick, how much concerned was he ! 
Once more, The Clothing of your Servants, 


at all Times, this alſo is a thing, that goes with . 


their Food; and it ſhould be Near, Warm, and 
Modeſt. It is mentioned\ as the Character of 
& good Miſtreſs, in Prov. 31. 21. She is wot afraid 
of the ſnow, for ber Houſhold ; for all ber Houſhold 
2re Clothed | not,with Scarlet,as 1c is in our Tranf- 
Jarion ; but | HWith Double Garments. Garments 
or the mer, as well as for the Summer, and 
arments tor the Lords-Day as well as for che 

eex-Day ; and thele Dowble Garmems, for the 
obriety of them, well becoming the LI 
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.z- |of a Servant ; 2 Mafeer ſhould ſee that a Servant 
' (may be ſupplied with ſuch Double Garments. 
2. But this alſo, is net all that pertains unto the 
4 |Food of the Servants ; for there are fome Ser- 
jr | vants, to whom TDageg arc by Contrac# Enga- 
7 ged; and it will be a Crying Sin, to Withold 
.- thoſe Wages. When a Laban, Oppreſled a Ser- 
, | vant, either by Denying, or by Delaying, of 
4 his Righteous Wages, the Righteous God Inter- 
poſes, with a Vengeance agamſt ſuch a Ma#er. 
.? There are two Sentences of Sacred Writ, which 
| fall methinks like Thunderbolts upon the Heads 
. | of ſnch Oppreſſsrs; The One is that in Jer. 22. 
(13. Wo to bim that uſes his Neighbours Service, 
' withour Wages, and groeth bim not for his Work. 
« | The Other ts that in Deut. 24. 14, 15. Thou ſnalt 
7 | not Oppreſs, an Hired Servant ; At his Day thou 
» | ſhalt give him his Hire, neitber ſhall the Sun go down 
” | upon it ; for he is poor, aud ſeiteth his Heart upon 
it ; Leſt he Cry againſt thee to the Lord, and it be- 
" | come Sin unto thee. 
| But the Food of your Servants, being thus pros 
4 Vided for, Diſcipline, is the Third Thing that 
7 = owe unto them : and this Dz/cip:ixe is to 
+ havea twofold Aﬀpe&, The puniſhment of Evi! Do- 
ers, and, The praiſe of them which do well. Faulty 
Servants are to be Rebuked; and fome Servants 
are ſo Refraftory, as to come under that Lafh, 
in Prov. 29. 19. A Servant will not be Correfte 
by words ; for though be underſtand, he will no 
Anſu'tr. Servants may not be Indulged * by 
| of 
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Slerhful, and much leſs, in any Thieviſh, praQiice:; the 4 
and if Servants have any I] Haunts, Drunkenneſs, vat 
Wantonneſs, Gameng, and Company keeping, they 'T hit 
are to be ſtrictly Reftrained theretrom. If aw . 
Words will not operate upon them, you know 'ſes. 
the Portion of, 7he Servant who knows his Ma-' wit 
fters Will, and does it not. And, yet, even the wit 
Stripes of ſuch a Servant, muſt be ſo modera-! Sos 
ted with Hamamity, that he may not de there- a < 
by Killed, or Maimed: Eye fer Eye, Tooth for Þe 
Tooth, and Life for Life, will be demanded, by #rs 
the Righteous God, the Judge of the Creepled 5y 
Servant. But Feithful Servants are at the ſame. fo 
Time, to be Rewarded: We ſhould let fuch © 
Deſirable Servants perceive, that they are to us, So 
as his was to him, in Luc. 7. a, The Centurions 10 
Servant was dear unto him. There are certain #Þ 
Encouragements, of Liberty to be granted unto . Ol 
Servants at ſome'* Seaſons ; and there are the En: | 0! 
couragements of Preferment, whereof ſome Ser- 
vants may be capable 5 we are to Encourago 
all the wayes that we can, the Seryant that ſhall 
any way deſerve it. 
Burt are the! Three Things, all that you owe 
' unto your Servants? No, There is a Fourth, 
, Which is of mor2 Importance than all the Reſt ; 
' And rthisis, Tour Care about the Houls of your 
Servants. Ir will be the Care of an Abrabam, 
He wii! Command his Houſhold, that they ſhall keep 
} rhe 127 of the Lord, It will be the Care of a 
| Foſhua, As for me and my Houſe, we will bong 
| the 
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2:3 the Lord. The Apoſtle fays of Miniſters, They 
[s, watch for Souls, as they that mnſt give an Account 5 
2y Thus it may be ſaid of Maſters, They muft gire 
If aw Account of the Souls, that belong utito their Huu- 
wifes, Maſters, When any Servant comes to Live 
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with you, the God of Heaven does betruſt you, 
with another Precious and Immortal Soul ; a 
Soul to be Inftrudted, a Soul to be Governed, 
a Soul to Þe brought home unto the Lord. As 
he ſaid, in 1 King. 26. 20, 19. Bebold, One 
brought a man to thee, and ſaid, Keep this man ; if 
by any means, he be miſſing, then ſhall thy Life be 
for his : Even fo, God has brought the Soul of 
chy Servant unto thee, and ſaid, Look after rhat 
Soul ; if that Sonl be utterly Loft, beeauſe thou didſt 


. nothing for the Salvaticn of it, thy Soul jhall go for | 


that Soul. May the Awe of theſe Thcughts up- 
on you, cauſe you, to be Sollicitous, for the Sculs 
of your Servants, that they may not periſh for 
ever ! Feb couid fay, in chap. 31.13. I deſpiſed 
not the Cauſe of my Man-[ervant, or my Ma'd ſer* 
vant, Haſt thou a Mar-ſervent, or a Maid ſer- 
vast ? Oh : Deſpiſe not the Soul of ſuch a Servant : 
But yeu'l ſay, #hat ſhail we Do? t anſwer; Do 
This for your Servants ; Leave them not Unac- 
quainted with, and Uncatechiſed in, the Prin- 
ciples of cligion. Let your Servants be able 
to ſay of you, as in Math. 22. 16. Maſter, Thow 
Teacheſt the way { God, in Truth; and lee them 
not be Jenorant of any Saving Truth. Again, 
Do This for your A Enquire critically, 

iro 


18 A H50> Yatſier well Servev, 
into their Spiritual Eſtate before God. Be prur ,,f 
dently Inquiſitive into their Experiences, INtO 4, 
their Temptations, tato their Behaviours, Further hat 
To This for your Servants; Heprove every s. 
Miſcarriage that may be Difcerned in. them. þo; 
Show them all the Paths of the Detrozer, whereto ye: 
they may be Inclining, and Lovivgly, Solemnly, fo! 
Scripturally Chide chem out ot choſe Paths. © 
Ounce more, Lo 7his for your Servants ; NiC- Le 
guire them to Do the Things that will be plea- + 
fing unto God. Charge them to Repent of vin, xe 
Believe on Chnit, and Con(ider their Ways, and ha 
Piepare for their Eterzity, and not Omit the, p; 
Daily Devotions of a New Creature. Eſpecially, P; 
the Commandment Charges you, to Charge your, fr, 
Alan ſervants, and your Maid ſervants, That they''E 
Remember the Sabbath Day, to Sanciifie it, It you in 
will do ſuch Things ior your Scrvants, it will P 
be ſaid of vou, as it was cf Sc!0;.on, in 1 King, H 
10. 8. Happy are ivy men, 5:55 wre thefe thy Ser-. x; 
wants, that ſara caniiinaily before thee. But, Oh! ws 
Do one thing more, for the $::'s of your Ser- þ 
vants; That is, Prap jo them, Yea, Prap 
with them, continually. "There was a Prophec, C 
114t had a Servant, of whom, ftis reported, in 
2 King. 6. 17. He Prayed, and ſaid, Lore, I pray 
rhe, Open bis Eyes, that b2 may ſes ; and the Lord 
Crexed the Eyes of the Young man. A pathetick, 
a pertinznt Prayer of a Maſter, for a Servant ; 
; J.ord, Open the Eyes of my $ervant, that he may net 
' go on blinded with Sin ; and, Lord, Open the Heart 
FE - —_— Std. 
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TU" of ty Servant , that he may cordially Receive the In- 
nt fences of thy Grace | There was a Captain that 
Thad a Servant, of whom, tis reported; in Matte. 
-TY 8. 7. He came, ſaymg, Lord, my Servant Lies at 
-M. home, Sick of the Palſey, erievou{ly Tormented, F- 
eto very. Maſter ſhould thus be concerned in Prayer 
1y, for a Servant * Lord, I have a Servant ſick by On, 
Fg O bring him out of his grieVous Maladies'\ and, 
Cz Lird, I have a Servant under ſmful Eſftrangewents 
-a- from thee, O let him not Ly is his grievous Unrege= 
1, mr74cy ! 1 have known Mafers who rarely have 
nd had any Servants, but what have afterwards 
he; prov*d the Servants of God: Why, The Secret 
Ys Prajers of thoſe Maſters, Fetch the Spirit of Ged 
ur: irom Heaven,on almoſt all that Live with them, 
3: Thus ought, Maſters to Pray ; and in the hear- 
ou 1ng of their Servants too, they ought thus to 
Wl Pray. There was a piuus man, who had an 
8 Houſe full of Servants ; bur it is reported, in Acts 
7". 10. 2. He feared God with all bis Boiſe, and prayed 
N: unto God alwayes. A Prayme Maiter, liks 4bra- 
T- ham, will be very like to have Servants, like un- 
Þ tw himſelf: But, Wojul, Ruetul, will be the 
co, Condemna'ion of thoſe Prazerleſs Meters, whole 
a untappy Servants, mult bring it: this Teftincny 
before the Judgment-Seat- of God, Lerd, This 
& man did never quicken us to Pray unto thy Me off } 3 
' wwe ſeldorme beard bim at Prayer," for -@ awhole 
; Week, or a whole Month together MaPers, Conſt 
# der of theſe Things in the Fear of God < and 
' Mipreſſes, Conlider allo, what js-te be your parr, 
{ in the doing thereof, B 2 T Fur 
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C But having thus fairly and fully m___ cheÞ"t 


ſhown! 


Regards of your AX4afters for you, an 
you how concern'd I am, that you may hay 
Good Mafters, *tis to you, O Servants, thar the 


Hi 


» ® 0 ] 
moſt of our Exhortations are to be direaeds 


And although you have your Duties, moſt fut- 


ficiently repreſented, in thoſe Expreſs Edi" 


from the King of Herven, wherein you may 


amiſs to fetch out from thoſs Heavenly Edifs, 
the particular Duties which are Incumbent on 
you. 


There are feveral forts of Servants now to- 
gether, im this Congregation, A Servant, accors, 


ding to the Apeſtslical Deſcription, in x Tim 
G. x. 15 One that is rider the Yoke; that is, One 
that is under the Dome#tical and the Deſpotical 


Diſpoſazl of another, by Orher Bends beſide thoke 


of Nature. Some of you, are under the Toke 
ef Servitude, by a perpetual Y-{alage, to theſe 
who have by Sword or Price purchaked a Do 
minion over you. Others of you ' are under 
the Toke of Servitade, by a Temporary Agree: 
*en?, which you have made with ſome, to be 
ſibje& unto them for a while upon fuch and 
fuch Conſiderations. And there are of both 
; _ both Aden and Maids, under both of theſe 
, oKeg. 
\ But, Let as many Servants, 4s are wider thi 
; Toke, now hearken, with a very great Attention, 
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read Him ſpeaking of you ; yet it will not ON 
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<;$into the counſils which the words of theEver-liv- 
wrllÞgGod ſhall ſet before them. Ic was faid, in P/al. 
1ve823-2-Bebold, as the Eyes of Servants Look unto the 
the Hand of their Maſters,and as the Eyes of 8 Maiges, 
eq #9 the Hand of her Miſtreſs,ſo cur Eyes wait upon the 
ford owr God. Thus, Let you that are Servants 
” i Maidens, give a greater Attention unto the 
ay ords of the Lord your Cod this Day, than e- 
LoVer you gave unto any Maſter, or Miffrefs whats 


#, locver. 


{ This.is the firft Counſil that calls for your 
Attention ; Servants, In the firft place, Become 
the Devoted Servants, of the Lord Jelus 
Chriſt, who is, 7he Lord of ail, O that you 


to- 
Or, 


_ might all of you, be able to ſay, as he in Pfal. 


wr I16. x6. © Lord, Truly 1, am thy Servant, I am- 
& thy Servam. It is Obſeryable, 'That the Homage 
z, Which we owe unto the Heavenly Lord, 1s or- 
fo dinarily defcribed by Metaphors drawn from the 
o Service, of an Earthly Maſter. | Among fuch 

Metaphors, I take a ſpecial Notice of this One 3 
Thar the Lords calling of a man to Serve him, 
ws is expreſſed by His calling of that man, unto His 
q Feet: In the Hebrew Ocjginal ot the Old Te- 
& ſtament, the Phraſe For, A Servant, uſually 35, 
Ore at the Feet of bis Maſter. At their Tablcs 
they Lay down on Carpets, and fo the Servarrs 
» that waited on them, ſtood at their Feet behind 

them. ' Thus among the' Roman Writers 2if9, 
s M4 Pedes, or, A Pedibus, is the Phraic for 2 Ser- 
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want 4 he was 4, Servus, who, Ad Pedes fteterat. ſau 
Well then ; Servants, Do you come away unto. jhe 
the Feer of the Lord I-{us Chriſt ; and whatever, Jul 
Serzice you have to do for your Maſters, Let To 
lomething analogous ro that Serzice be done in, Ti 
the firſt place, unto that Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, ye 
Almighty. 'Ir is command=d you, in Eph. 6. 5, Et 
6, 7. Servants, Be obedient unto your Maſters, as Se 
wnio Chriſt 5 Nit with Eye-ſeruice, but as the Ser- 10 
wants of Chriſt ; with god will, doing ſervice as) $1 
7:0 192 Lord. . And it is again commanded you, 
in C5. 3- 2, 3, 4- Servants, w12atever Je ao, do it th 
Hearitiy, as unto the Lord; for ye ſerve the Lord Tt 
ChriF.” 50 then, This is the firſt Thing, that i, ſe 
to be urged upon you ; Oh ! That you would' J 
b<coine the Stncere, ard Hearty Serwants of the C 
Lord j:ſus Chiiit ! Then we ſhall hope to ſee 
yon, Dutiful Servants urito thols Maſters and 5 
Mt'tre:les, under whom our Co:,200 Lord hath ÞE 
DLati2NcH YOu. t 
{fo bring you into this Blefizd Serwice of this » 
Lord, there are cheſs Diieftions, which in the' | 
Name of that Great Lord, My Lord, and Your 
Lord, | Charge you to comply withal. 
E1iit, Renoance, and, Forſake, the Service of 
thoſe *{awilble Fairs, a Slavery to whom, 
I» NConiitteur, with the Serzce of the Lord Jeſus 
Chritt. Our Lord Feſtis Chrift hath ſaid, in 
Mach. 6 24. Ie camnit Serne Gad and Idammon, 
Fhus, ye cannot Serve the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
Serve ine World, the Fleſh, and ths Devil, Foſrua 
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at fad unto the Idoletrous People, Ye cannot Serws 
Ito the Lord, And, I ſay unto all, thar ftill make 
et jublunary Varies their Igols, Ye cannot Serve the 


et 


Lord. Hear this, All ye Unr: genrrate Servants: 
Tis poflible your Service, to ue Houſes where 
you Sojourn, may for ſome things be Irkſome 
Enough unto you ; Oh ! but you are in another 
Service, that would þb2 a Miillion times more Irk- 
ſome, if you were not {tark Dead in Treſpaſſes & 
Sins, The Fiſh10n; of the F/orld, you muſt Hu-+ 
mour, the Cravings of the Fleſh, you mult Fulhll, 
the Temjt3!19n5 Oi the Dewzl, you cannot Refilt : 
It may be ſaid of you, as ja Jer. 5.19. Ye have 
ſerved ſtrange Gods, Wretclicd Servants! Oh! 
That you were more ſ{cafible of your horible 
Captivity ; When will you be Aware, when will 
you bs Weary of it! Þþ tell you, a Turkiſh, or a 
SpaniſhSl/avery,is not a thouiandth part ſo milcra« 
blz, as the Accurſcd Slavery of. your Soulk, to 
the Inviſihie Deitrozers of your Souls, But will 
you at length takz a Courſe, for your own De» 
liverance, O Wretched Se; wants, thai you are 2 
If any ons ſhould Counſel you, io Jim a- 
way, from the Chriſtian Mater; in whole 
Houtes you relide, he would be a Wicked Cuns 
fellor. A Rmn away Servant, 1s a Dilkone, and 
2 Diſgraced ſort of a Creature, among. all the 
Sober part of Mankind. Jt was jxtercd, as an 
Fxtream Reproach, upon thoſe to whom ic was 
cit:red, in I Sam. AF.IOQ. There be may; NYT VANS 
$0 #3jes, that break away, Every men, from hs 
| B 4 Alaſte rs 
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Maſrer, They are not meer Priſoners of War , \D! 
but by the Providence of God brought under ' Pre 
ijurther Neceſſities and Obligations ; and yet they {Lo 
think of Turning Fapitsves ! The Devil 1s the 190% 
Driver of thoſe Unfaubful Servants, who Uniaw - | pl 
fly Deſert the Service, wherein the Good Hand | 
of God ha's fixed them 5 and the Unavoidable | ca 
Contufions whereunto all ſuch Kun away Servants, | Ni 
do generally Ruy themſeives, would make one | be 
think, that none but the Dez] Drives would at- | th 
tempt it! Wherefore, As when a $ervant hard- | ſet 
ly dealt withal, was Running away, an Angel of I 
the Lord appeared unto that Servant, and faid, | v 
in Gen 16.9. Return to thy Miſtreſs, and ſubmit thy fo 
felf un:o her Hands ; thus, if any of you are De- | e1 
figning or Deſiring to Run away from your Maf+ | p 
ers, I do bring you' a Prohibition from our R 
Great LORD this Day, Szay ith thy Maſter, & TL 
Jubmit thy ſelf unto him, if thou woulde#F not have T 
#he Plagues of God, purſue ' thee, whereſoever thou : 

7 

J 

: 
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goeſt. Hearken to me,in chis thing, thou uncaſy 
Servant 3 and Poor Serwvapt, If [inners emtice thee to 
Run away, Conſent thou mot. 

Bur yet, for thoſe Inviſible Maſters, I mean, 
thoſe Tempters, and thoſe Tempers, which Enſlave 
your Soub, in a Diltance from God, here I will 
make no 5cruple thus to Counſel you, O Run 4- 
way from your old Maſters ; as faſt as you cow, and 
as far as jou ean, Run away. from thoſe Helliſh Task- 
»9a/ters ! and I am certain, I am not your Conn- 
ſelior ro your Deſtrufhion, in thus urging of you. 
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I, | Draw near to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt with ſueh a ' 
ler [Prof2flion as that, in Ifa. 26. 13. O Lord, other 
2y {Lords beſides thee, have had Dominion over us, but 
he Inow we will be for thee alonw?s, After this manner, 
p - | plead with the Glorious Lord-Redzemer ; Lord, 
ad | If thers 2wilt make me Free, 1 ſhall be Free indeed ;, 1 
le | can bear to be the Servant of a man, who is my 
ps, | Neighbour, for thy ſake ; but, Oh ! I cannot bear to 
e | be @ Servant of a Luft, and of a Devil ; ſend me 
e. | therefore, thy Free Spirit, O Lord, and let thy Spirit 
d- | ſet me Free from toe In{ufferable Captivity, wherein 
ff | I am ſold under fin ; and let me no longer be a Ser- 
I, | want of ſin, unto Death, but being made Free from 
yy | fon, let me become the Servant of Righteouſneſs for 
- | ever. And what wil! be the Eff:& of your thus 
f: ' pleading with the Lord ! It will be that in 
r Rom.8.2. Made Free from the Law of Sin a"d of 
- Death. Indeed you ſhall Sx ſtill, and you hall 
>? Dy ſtill; but you ſhall not be under the Law of 
;  Smmand of Death. [] tcll- you, how twill be z 
Among the Romans, there were Thres ſtates of 
men ; there were the Slaves, and there were the 
Free,and there were the Exfranchiſed. The Slaves 
abſolutely depended on other men ; theFree were 
altogether their owa men 5; The Enfranch:iſcd 
were ſuch as had been Slaves, and were become 
Free ; but yet partook of a Middle ftate, between 
both. Now, the old Patrons, of ſach as were 
afterwards Enfranchiſed, ſtill retained ſoms kind 

of Hank upon them. Quintilian layes, The Pa- 
From might yet lay bis Hand on the Enfranchiſed my 
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he mighe Scize him, he might Serike him,though 
he might not lay him under Chains, much leſs 
take away his Life. Even ſo, when the Lord Je- 
{us Chriſt hath once Fnſranchiſed thee, Sm may 
ves thee, Death may {ipice thee, but yer thou art 
reſcued from Chains forever, nor ſhall thy Soul 
Dy by the hands of thy old Opyreſlors. 


Bur herewithal, Secondly, Reſign your ſelves 
up unto the Serzice of the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, im \, 
giving the Conſent of your Souls unto theNews ;; 
Covenant ; and let this be with you, 4 Cove- 4 
nant never to be forgotten. Probably, the moſt of O 
you, have been Bzaoriſed in your Infancy as teing 
Servants Born in the Houſe of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Well, your Bay'i/2 is the Livery, which 
you wear of your Service to that moſt Illuſtri- 
ous Lord. Bur arc yon, by fuch an Early Anti- 
cipaticn, becom2 the Covenant Servants of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt 2 Then, Renew your Baprsſ- 
mal Covenant, and apain, and again, and many 
Times over, Dedicate your ſelves unto the Ser- 
vice of your Saviour. And, let every one of 
you, from your Hearts, make that Profefiion be-* . 
fore the Lord Jelus Chriſt, in Pſ21.119.38. Lord, 
I am thy Servant, Devoted unto thy Fear, 

Holy Apoſtles, have counted it their matchle(s 
Honour, to be ityl:d, Th2 Servauts of the Lord 
Feſus Coriſt ; Yea, mighty Emperours, have worn 
that ſtyle, as their Crown, The Vaſſals of the Lord 
Teſus Chriſt. Yea, the Brighteſt, and Hipheſt 

Angels 
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Angels in Heaven, are the Servants of that Lord- 
And, will you, ye mean Servants among the 
worms, of the Duft, be loth to come into lo glo- 
rious a Service ? Behold, the way to it. Give 
the Conlene of your Souls, unto the Covenant of 
Grace ; and according to the Terms of that Co- 
venant, as Hezekiah ſy2aks, Yield your ſelves unto 
the Lord. 

* There is the Tender of a N-w Covenant, made 
unto you ; and even unto the Meaneſt, & Vileſt, 
and meſt abje&t Slave among you all ; unto 
the Propeſals whereof, Let this be the Anlwer 
of your Conquered, and Converted Souls. 


O Thou Ever-blcſicy Go ; Father, 
Son, and Yolp Spirit. 

J am Willing ts abandon all che Corrupt 
Jntereſts of this preſent Evil World, and 
Heturn to Thee, Converſe with Thee, Dez 
light in Thee, ag mp bcſt Good, and wp laſt 
End far ever. 

' J am Willing that the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt,the onlp 99cdiacor,ſhould as a Prieſt, 
a Prophet, and a King, do all that tor m?, 
which He does for all His Choſcn, in Pring- 
ing them home unto Thp ſelf. 

* J am Willing, in Gratitude unto the 
Tord Jeſus Chriſt,for mp Salvation ' freely 
Purchaſed and 2%pplied by Vim, to Scrve 
Him, tm Conſtant Endeavours tos Glorit 
Yim according to the Files of Dig Goſpel 
all mp Dapes, Unt9 


AN Good Maſter well Served. 
Unto all of This J am Willing, and 


28 


it is Thp Sovereign Grace that hath made | 


Wap J now be Kept and 


me Willing. 
Helpt by the Power of That Grare, in | 


all Thankful Obedience before the Lord, 


Servants, Here ſet your Bands with your 
Hearts ; and in You let there be fome Accom- 
pliſhment of that Prophecy, in Ifa. 44. 5- Ore 
ſhall ſay, I am the Lords, and another ſhall ſubſeribs 
with the Hand unto the Loxd, Here are thoſe In- 


demcures, which when you have Religiouſly Syb- | 
ſcribed, you will become the Servants of that | 
Maſter, who ha's Theuſands of Thouſands of Angels | 


Miniſtring unto Him, and. Ten Thouſand Times Ten 
Thouſand that ſtand before Him. 'I do not Ask, 
Whoſe you are * But if you truly come up to this 
Tranfa 


I enter imo @ Covenant with thee, fajes the Lord 


God, and thiu becameft mine. They are no In- | 


conliderable Perſons, I affure you, that may be 

Called, The Men of God ' JF 

Bue then, Thirdly, Carry your felves in t 

Service of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; according to 
the Fit Carriage of a Servant. Be ſtudious to 
Know the Service expected by the Lord Jeſs 
arift : Like Paul, Say before Him, Lord, What 
wouldſt thou bave me to do? Like Samuel, Say 
before Him, Speak Lord, for thy Servant hears 
Like David, Say before Klim, I aws thy w_ 
4? 


i 


W . 


ion, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Himſelf, the 
Lord of Glory, will ſay of you, as in Ezek.16.8. 
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d Lord, gue me Underſtanding that 1 may know thy 
eg «| Tefimones. Again, Be Ready to Do the Serwice 
z | Expected by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 5 never Dil- 
q | pute any of His Commandments, but fay, They 
' are all Holy and Fuſt and Good ; Efteem them nor 
as Hard Sayings, any things that he ſhall ſay ; but 
jovn with the Pfalmift, in your faying, Lord, 2 
Efteem thy Precepts, concerning all things to be Right, 
Furthermore, Contrive continually, how you may 
| be Serviceable wnto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
how you may do Service for Him, with all that 
| you a7& & all that you have,and all that you car 
| do; and Glerifie him with your Spirit's and your Bo- 
| | dies, which are the Lords, IT add, Be fatisfied, 
| with your Allowances from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Fobn ſaid unto Servanty, Be content with your Wa- 
ger; and Pay! ſaid, unto the Servants of the 
; Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; Be content with ſuch things as | 
you bave, Whatever may be your Portion here, 
prove or Godlmeſs, by your Contentmem with 
your Poriz#y. If your Carnal Appetites are 
| Not in all things gratified, Meditate, Servants 
enuſt wot be Chooſers ; My Glorions Maſter, ſees it 
wot fit for me to have theſe Litth Things ; and why 
ſbould 1 murmur ? 
But Finally ; Devote your ſelves unto the 
Service of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Jmmediately. 
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imaginable. Your Souls are Damning every 
Hour, till you have gone to the Saviour of 47 


Souls ; wherefore I ſay; , Go: preſently ; and, as 


ſay nt | Our, Servants are moft of them, yer in 
their Youth 5 Oh ! that-they would not ler their 
Youth pals, betore they become the Servants, of 
that Lord, who ſays, They that ſeek Me early 
ſnall find me. It is a Golden Sentence, in Lam. 


3- 27. It is good for a man to bear the Yoke in his 


Youth. Servants, you are under a Yoke in your 
Youth ; but that fo tew of you, do while you are 


Young, aife& the Eaſy Yoke of the Lord Jeſus | 


Chriſt, This zs & Lamentaticn, and ſhall be for 4 
Lamentation. It 1s the Precept, in Ecet. 12.1, 
Kemember ihy Creator in the Dayes of thy Yonth ; 
which we may. render, 1» the Dayes of thy Choice, 


Come then, Yung Servants, make your Chorce | 
this Day ; I fay, as he of old, Choſe whom you | 


will Serve, Chooſe wilely ; and ſay not in your 
Choice, I will ſerve the Enemies and the Undoers 
of my Soul; but\lay, Lord, I will be thy Servant, 
I will ce/ire to Fear thy Name for ever. 

And now having thus beſpoke your vervice 
unto our Common Lord, the next Counkhil, that 
, Mult make you happy 1s, 


Il. Let your Service unto the Maſierg | and 
, $iiſereſſes | of the Fanulies, where you are Ser- 
wants, be luch, thar the Lord Jelus Chriſt may 
{thcreby be Glorified. 


2 


: bat 
"Jonathan 1aid unto his  I.ad, Make ſpeed, haſte, | 
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ry It has been among the Wretchec dneſles - 
of Mankind, that Servants have ordinarily been fo 
as bad, as to bring a Diſcredic upon the very 
Lo [Names, which were once innocently and agree- 
in | ably uſed, for all that rayk of people. Some 
ir | Names, chat iormerly figriicd no more than 
of Gerwants, now carry all the. Lifhoneſties of Kna- 
very and Villany in their figritication, becauſe 
n. | that Servants have fo often been Diſhonef. Puc 
js | now may God help you, Our Servants, inftead of 
i» bringing a Blemiſh, upon your own PLOT Names, 
e to bring a Glory unto tne Name ol that Laid, 
1s | whoſe Name indeed 15 Exalied fan above all Bleſ: 
& | ſing and Praiſe. 
: It is brought, as a Great* 17otive, to make a 
Good Servant, in Tit. 2. Io. That they may Adorn 
, | the Doftrine of God our Saviour, in ail Thmgs: and 
| In x Tim. 6. 1,2. That the Name of - Ged, "end His 
4 | Dofrine be not Blaſphemed. Let me tell y Ou, DEF » 
p | wants, The Glory of God your Sawicur, 15 very 
; much concerned, in your Contor ming ro the 
Lews, which are given for Servants, in the Do- 
&iine of that Lord, If Servants behave theme 
> ſelves hclily and uſefully, according to the Laws 
of this Dec&rine, Whar will Enſue upon it ? V'hy 
Servants do aſoally carry Lamttorns belors us g 
an You __— wi iN by” a V. le Cairia BON 
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a ſubje&ion uno the Lord }; rfus Chi \ ſhall at- 
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low your ſelves in any Mifdemeanours, the Glo+ 
ry; of God your Savionr will thereby ſuffer excee- 
dingly. And of this, I have a very particular 
Warning to give unto yor, that frequent the 
Private Meetings of Zug People, ro Pray, 
and Sing, and Repear Sermons, and Confer 
with one another. White ſuch Private Meet- 
ings are not Perverted and Abuſed, they will 
prov? Real Bleſſmgs, unto the Neighbourhood ; 
and your Maſters will be glad of your going 
fometimes to fuch Nurſeries of Piety. But if 
you give your AMafters ( or Mifreſſes ) any uſt 
caufe for this Refle&tion, That fince you have 
gone t@ Privat? Meetings, you grow - More 
flothful, and more ſawcy, and that their Buſs- 
neſs is more negledaed, and that they have 
leſs Command over you, and that you keep 
Unſeaſonable Hours, and that when you are to- 
gether, you 7alk and Harch miſchievous Things, 
You are but ſo many Impious Hypocrates, Wo 
fo you, Servants, Hypoerates, if you make your 
Private Meetings the Incentives or Occaſions 
of any Wickedreſs. Tis pity, that Satan ſhould 
get ſo much advantage to Reproach and Con- 
found the defirabls Opportunities of Soul-Good, 
which von may have at Well regulated Prz- 
vate Meetings, as has been given, by ſom 
, Servants, that have been Ungodlier Servants 
after their being chere, than they were before. 
JT fee, I mind, the Wiles of your a—_— the 
«xp ! and cheretore, 1 do vehemently Ad- 
| moniſh 
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 [moniſh you, That you do not Endure any One 


Perſon, in your Private Meetings, whole Ma- 


[fer ſhall juſtly ſer the brand of Undutiful Ser- 


vant upon him. 


And now, What I ſay unto Yeu, I ſay unto 
All ; But I fay ſuch things as cheſe. 


I. Whatſoever Service you do for vour 1 
fters ( or Miſtreſſes ) do it as a Service unto 
the Lord Jeſs Chriſt. How urgenily is 
this noble Principle for your Service, in the 
Bok of God fer before you ? You have it, in 
Eph. 6. 5, 6, 7 Servants, Be obedient, in frngle- 
neſs of Heart, as unto Chrift ; Not with Eye ſer- 
vice, as men pleaſers, but as the Servants of 
Chriſt, Doing the Will of God from the Heart ; 
with Good will, doing Serwice, as unto the Lord, 
and nut unto mer. You have it again, in Col. 
3-23, 24. Servants, Whatever ye do, do it hear- 
rily, as unto the Lord, and not unto men; K-ow- 
ing that of the Lord you ſhall Receive the Re- 
ward of the Inherit ance ; for ye Serve the Lord 
Chriff, Whatever Law/ul Service you are fct 
about, Conſider this with your felves, The 
Lord Teſns Chriſt, has put me into my Service, 
and the Lord Teſns Chriſt, has now bidden me 
do fuch a Service ; Wherefore the Service which 
F am now ſet about, I'le do it 6:8 of Reſpect 
unto the Lord Teſus Chriſt ; Fle do it, hecauſe 
the Lord TFeſus Chris will be Diſhcnenred, if I 
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ds it nit. An honeſt nun'once, Cutting of 
Word, was ask'd, Who are you at Work for * and 
he piouſly anſwered, I am Cutting of Word for 
God Whatever you do in your Serpice, in the 
Houtz, in the Shop, tn the Ficld, or in the Ship, 
yOu may Go 2t all tor the Lord Feſus Chriſt ; 
You may Sancity all your Servils Employments, 
by doing them uiider this Conſideration, The 
Lord jeſus Chriſt hath Commanded me to Obey my 
Maſter and my 1Miſfreſ5. It was the Spcech of a 
Great man, The Hr% of & pror Milk- Maid, if it 
be done ith an Exerciſe of Grace, is more glorious 
than the Trinmphs of a Czar. Truly, the mean- 
eſt Fork that you have ro do, .in your Service, 
though it be in the S:able , or the Kitchen, you 
may thus, render very Glorious; Do it with 
fuch a Confideration as #11517 bough u be a mean 
Thing that my Maſter, or my Miſtreſs will have 
2m to do, yet it is the Will of the Leruw Feſns Chriſ?, 
that T ſpould now do it;ey therefore 1 will do ur cheer- 
fully. A Great King once Expreſilcd this thing, 
m that verſe. 

News fa Deus mentew; Conjungit Oly:npo. Or, 

The Hand th2 Wheel does Ply, 
The Heart's with God on High. 


I ſay, The Fuwzr of the Eternal King, will 
be towaid ſo Wife a Servant. And now, What 
a Wonderiul Conſolation, may this be unto 
you" under all the Difficulties of your Service : 
The Loid Jeſus Chiilt is your Z4fer ; it you 
| Can!1ot 
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cannot ſpend, and ſtoop, for a mortal man, lie 
your ſelves, can't you do it for \uch a After, 
as the Lord of Hoſts? It may be, you'l | aVC 
Lictle Pay from any man, for what you GO. 
Yea, but the Lord Jefus Chriſt - will be your 
Pay maſter : He will Grant vou . Everlai ing Re- 
compences, in that Blisful World, wl cre not che 
Leaſt Thing that has been done for ihe Lo:dy 


| hall ever be forgotten ! 


IT. Yield unto your MaFers ( and Miſreſſes ) 
that ficvercnee, which is Cue fiom a Servant 
unto a Maſter. Since by the Ordmari:n of Gad, 
you are made Servants, don't think much ok 
that Inferiority, which is to be conleſs'd by you 
as long as you are S& wats. Ii an Apoſtolica 
Inftruftion, in x Cor. 7. 21. Art thou called, 


| being a Servant, Care nt fer That. Fay he that 


3s called, in the Lord, bern? a Servant, is the 
Lords Free-man. Even fo, tho' thou ſhouldeſt be a 
Free man of the Lord Jelus Chiif, ecu; met thy 
| ſelf too Good therefore to be a Servant. Tlie 
Proud Hearts of many Servants, make them Gc11- 
contented , at the Lexwncſs of their prefent Stailton, 
and at the Lowlineſs which they muſt Expreſs 
in their Station. But I am to.rcmind vous 
That this Pride was the Sin of che” Devils ; - che 
Dewils could not bear to be Servants in fuck. 
a Station 2s the Almighty God kad appaintcd 
tor them. Servens, be Humble ; if yea would 
mor fall into the Condemnaticns of the Dew% |! 

| C2 | _ You 


36 X Good Maſter well Served. 


You are ſomctimes Proudly Enough concerned, 
ic may be, that your Clothes are no finer, and 
you affz& an unſuitable Gayety and Gallan- 
try. But it you would have Ornaments indeed 
upon you, Then, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, you 
muſt be Clothed with Humility ; that is, Wear 
Humility, as a Badge, of your being Servazts, 
unto that Bleffed Lord, who once took on 
Himſelf the Firm of a Servant. Now one Dil- 
covery of your Hur i/ity, is to be, in a Reve- 
rent or a Reſpefful Demeanour towards thoſe, 
whom God hath made your Mefters. It was 
faid, in Mal. 1. 6. If 1 be a Maſter, where is 
my Fear ? You ought alwayes to Obſerve your 
Maſters, with a Fear of Diſobliging them ; an 
you ought alwayes to Obſerve in your Maſters, 
an ' Ordinance of God, which calls for your 
Submillive, your Conceding, your Complying 
Diſpoſition, towards them. 

It your Maſters are thoſe that have the Fear 
of God in chem, You then have not the Leſs, 
but the more cauſe to Fear Them, with your 
moſt Awful Regards, The more of God there 
is in them, the more Fear you ſhould have 
to Dilpleaſe them. Methinks, It ſhould be a 
pleaſant Thing, to Serve, a Scrvant of Ged ! 

' Yea, though your ſelves may be as well as 
They, in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in whom 
there is neither Bond ner Free ; though your 
ſelves may have the ſam! God, and the ſame 
Grace, and the ſame Hope, with your Meafers, 

| and may fit at the ſame Table of the Lord; 
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Yet, hear what is required in 1 Tim. 6. 2: 
They that have Believing Maiters, let them n« 
Deſpiſe them, becauſe they are Brethren ; but ra- 
ther do them Service, becauſe thiy are Faith*ul and 
Beloved, Partakers of the Benefir. Nay, but what 
it your Maſters are withouc the Fear of God ? 
Still you muit noc be without the Fear of them. 
Overlook their Failings ; and be as loath to 
ſe: their Follies, as 7apher and Shem were to 
ſ:e their Fathers Nakedn<ls : but be mindful 
of the Charge, 1a 1 Pet. 2 18. Servants be [ub- 
je unto your Maſters, with all Fear ; not only 
ro the Good and Genit!e, but alſo to the Froward ; 
Let cheir bafe Tricks be never 19 many. Briefly, 
you ſhould Think Reverently of your Maiters, 
and Speak Reverently of your Maſters ; Don't 
Reproach your Maiters, as that wicked Servant 
Ziba, Slandered his of ol.l. Prefſeryc the Henour 
of your Mafteis Abrcad, as wcll as at Home ; 
and be not a fort of Spies, upon the Hou- 
les of your Maſters, to Carry Tales abroad, 
whereby They may be Defamed. Inſtead of 
Thu, You ate to Imitate your Maſters in all their 
Laudadble Properties and Practices. What? Have 
you diſcern:d, that your Maſters are Praying 
Men, Honeſt Men, Laborious Men, Men that 
Walk with Goa, and Men ey:ry way Con'cienti- 
ons ? Learn of ſuch Mafers, or elke your i1aſters 
will riſe up as terrible Witneſſes ag 8nlt you, in 

the Day of Gods pleading with you. 
And at the ſame tim?. all Sullenueſs, all Sawci- 
G4 — = 
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1c, -  Tnpudence, in your Deportments towards 
your 4sfers ( or Miſtreſſes) is to be abo- 
ninatec,* 2% indeced moit abominable. Sad- 
Iv was hat Good Man of the Fa#, 
pPl1yned with Ba# Servants, when he conld Jay, 


11 j-b. 19. 16. I called my Servant, and he gave! 
72 20 erwer, Servan's that wall {peak Nothing, 


when modeſt Anſwers are Expected from them, 
2nd S2r-:2:75 that will {peak Trey much with a 
Malanert Anſwering again, giving 1: may be, Two 
e o105 for One, when they are Ciidden for their 
Favlc: ; and Servants that muſt have ther own 
wy and will ; thete are too Irregular Things tO 
be Envured ! 
HIT. Let your Obca:ienee to your Mafer: 
( and AMFrefſis) whilz vou are Servants be ſuch, 
a; will manife{t that you are the O5edient Children 
of Gd. You are the Animate, Separate, Attivue 
I/truments of other men. Servants, your Tongues, 
Jour Hunds, your Fee:, arg your Maſters, and 
they ſhould move according to the Will of your 
fi:fters, Jt you are thoſe Eje-ſervants, who will 
Orzy your Aafers no longer than their Fje 1s 
upoN Yeu, know it, the Eye of the All ſewing, 
and Almi,Fty God, is upon you, to Condemn 
You, ior this Di:bedrence. The moſt becoming 
Intercourſe between Maftirs and Servants, is that 
11 Mach. 8.9. I fay to this man, Go, and he goes 3 
ard wnte another, Come, and he comes; and unio my 
Servant, Ds This, and he doth it. You ſhould 
by a Reauy Obedience, procure the pleaſure of 
| your 
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your Maſterr, to be as well Executed, as a9 your 
Maſters themſelves did Execute it ; and let it 
not be ſaid by them,” 7 muff Command my men, 

and do it my ſelf. Ic was faid, in Rom. 6. ny 

His Servants ye ave, to whom y«s Obey, You have 
but the Name, the meer, the bare Name of Seve 
warts, if you don't Of | our A few and, that, 
I affure YOu, is Not a Little Crimine! 1 The jult 
Commuzmds of your Maſters, cannor be: broken, 
bur at the lam? inſtant you break the Cum nands 
of the molt © High God, waole Kingaom Ruleth 
over al, As *tis ſaid of 3/4 171) t 'ales, 11 Rom. I 3. 

- Þ H beſoewer eEY b ihe F621! F, Reſoiter h the Or- 
dinance of Ged ; and they th.; * Rejeſr, {ail Recerve to 
themſeives Damnation. So may in,be laid of Ada- 
fters ; Their Power over you 43 the Ordinance of 
God ; Wh en you Refalſe or oe 2:t the Loing, 
of wk they have Bidden you he do, you do fo 
far affront the Ordinzzce of God. So then, the 
Anger x. your Maſters 3s not all that you a by 
your Dj; iſcvedience Expoſe y 'OUT {clves UjIf:O ; YOU 
become obnoxious to "V Anger of a Drocdfal 
God, bY \) OUT D; ſobeaien CE. TT hink of It, eps 
wants; When y ot 3% aVe gra”. yea, or though 
þut carelefly, tranfgrefled, the Commands of your 
Maſters, you roay | chus animadvert upon Your 
ſelves, 1 2ave Sine againſt God, in this Miſcarris 


c 
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*Tiz true ; Your Obedience utito your Maſters, 
is to be Limited by that caution, in Col. 3. 
a2. Servants, Obey in all Thuigs, your Maſters, ac- 
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cording to the Fleſh, in ſinglezeſs of Heart, fearing of 
God. If your Maſters put you upon the doin 
of any thing, that is contrary ro the Fear of Gel 
then, in the Fear of God, torbear to Obey ; rather 
Suffer than Obey, When-your Maſters will have 
You to Cheat, or Lye, or Profane the Sabbaths, 
nw you are tO, Obey Ged rather than man ; there 
15 chat prohibi:ion tor you, in 1 Cor. 57. 23. Be 
wot the Servants of men. A Foſeph would Obey 
his Maſter, while he required ot him nothing 
Un: odly or Unrizhteous ; he would not Obey his 
Aiffre's, when the would have him, to do @ great 
Wickedn'ſs, and Sm ag..inft God. 

Bur as long as your Muſters ( or, Miſtreſies ) 
do give you no Commands, contrary to thoſe in 
the Word of the Lord, you are fo long to Obey 
them in the | rd. And you are all moſt of al to 
do ir; when the Commands of your Mafers, are 
the very ſame that are in the Word of the Lord, 
If your Mafters hid you ro Read, and Hear the 
Word of the Lord, and Live according to the 


Word, and give them ſome account of your pro- | 


ficizncy by that Word ; Obey them Conſcienti- 
oully. Aafters, If thzy will not Ozey you 1n 
thoſe things, Twrn them out of Doors. 


IV. Ler your Diltgence in the Service of 
your Maſters ( and Mhſtreſſes ) be luch as to ren- 
der you Profitable and Acceptable yervants. There 
are many ſlsthful Servarits ; and Servants, that 
would willagly Sep away , Or Talk —_——_ 

: ay 
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Play away, all their Time : Will you now ſee 
the Brand of ſuch a Servant ? You ſhall ſee ic, 
in Mat. 25. 16. Thou Wicked and Slothful Servant. 
We are told, Curſed will he be who does the Work 
4 the Lord Negligently; and I will venture to 
ay, He who does bis Maſters Work Negligently, 
ſhall not be Bleſſed. Eliezer had a Good Maſter ; 
and ſuch was his Diligence, that he would nor 
Eat his Vi#«a/s, till he bad feen ſome Diſpatch 
ot his Maſters Buſineſs. Facob had an hard Ma- 
r, yet ſuch was his Di/;zgence about the Buſineſs 
of that Churl of a Maſter, that he could fay, Þ 
the Day the Drought Conſumed me, and the Froſt by 
Night, an! my Sleep departed from my Eyes, If 
Servants were thus D:ligent, they might even then 
Serve their MaF#ters, and themſelves roo, and ger 
a-fore hand wonderfully ; | Theugh it muſt be 
fill with the Allowance of their Mafers, it they 
would honeſtly Do for Themſelves. | It was laid, 
in 2 Thel. 3. 16. This we Commanded you, that if 
any would nos Work, neither ſhould be Eat. There 
are Servants, of whom they lay, 


---==-»— Sunt Omni Tempore Tardt, 
Sugdant quando worant, frizeſcumt quando Laborant : 


They Eat until they Swear, and Work unr'il 
they Freeze : But the Spiraz of God, has, you 
ſee, paſſzd this Judgment on them, The wort 
Aﬀeat they can Eat, ts too good for them, Whereas 


there 15 a Notable Prophecy concerning the Di/: 
gent 
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gent ; you have that Prophecy in the Proverbs of 
Iſrael ; *tis in Prov. 10. 4. The Hand of the Dils- 
gen; makes Rich ; *tis in Prov. 12. 24. The Hand 
of the Diligent ſpall hear Rule 5 ftis in Prov. 22. 
29. Seeſt thou a 1161 Diligent in his Buſineſs? He 
ſnall and before Kings, be ſhall not ſtand before 
mean men. So then, Where you ſee a Diligent 
Servant, you may orCinarily Prophecy concerning 
him ; That Serwant will one Day ve Preferr'd ; yea, 
if it he peſ/ible, hel be a Rich an1 a great Maſter, 
before he Dies , 

Bur among many Inſtances of Diligence, which 
a Servant is tO pIve, a more ſpecial one 15, At 
Expeduzin in th ſe Errands which he may be lent 
upon. Ic 1s one ot the Proverbs, in Prov. Io. 
26. As Vinegar to the Teeth, aud as Smoke to the 
Eyes, 'o 1s the Slug:ard to them that ſend him. 
Thee is nothing more offenſive than a Servant 
that ſtays Loiteing upon his Errands. Let Ser- 
wants go and come nimbly, and be upon the 
Ving in the Errands of their Maſters, it they 
would not have the Blemiſh of Hatetul Sluggards 
Ly upon them. Thus, 1 Exhort Servants to be 
Ovedient unto their own Maſters. 


V. Tet your Faithfuin:2 to all the Intereſts 
of your Maſters ( and 4:iire/ſes ) be ſuch, that 
ou may be, the Faithful Servants who ſhall a+ 
bound with Bleſſmgs. Tis of the Extremeſt Con- 
ſequence tor you, to Ac according to that In- 
junction of Heaven, in Tit 2.10, Not purloining, 
046 
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but ſhewing «ll Good Fidelity, The Sons of Taceb, 
could ſay,7by Servants are True mey. Our Ser- 
wants, We muſt have you to be the Children of 
Our Father Facob, Ot a Faithful Servant, It 15 
ſaid, in Prov. 25. 13. He Refreſſ;es the Soul of his 


_ 

'on are to be True in your rl; Oh: Ne- 
ver go to put off your Maſters, with a Lye, 1N 
any matter whatſoever. 


Dare to be True ; Nothing can need a Lye ; 
A Fault, that needs it moſt, growes Two thereby, 


And, I beſeech you that are Mafers, to for- 
give in your Servants any Favit fooner than, a 
Lye ; but let that Fault Never, I ſay, Newer 
go Unpuniſhed. There was once an Atheiſtt- 
cal Servant, who would go to put a4 Sham upon 
his Mefter, with a Lye ; his Mafter calFd him to 
an account, where he had been, and he falſely 
ſaid, in 2 King. 5.25. Thy Servant went no whither 2 
but you have heard what became of that Ser- 
want ; the Lyer was made a Leper for ever. If 
you durſt ojiicr a Lye unto your Maſters, to 
Excuſe or Cover any thing amiſs, I will fay, 
What ſhall be dowe to thee, thou falſe Tongue ? 
Falſe Wretch ; How wil: thou bear the wrath 
of God, when thou ſhalt cry for a Drop of War 
zer to Cool the Tormenting Inflammarions, of 
that lying Tongue ; 

But y ou are to be Z7ve in your Works 

AA 
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And here, as you mult beware os Betraying the 
Secrets of your Maf#ers, or Injuring the Nets 
where you lodge, thus you muft beware of 
Impai:ing thei” Eſtates. We read of a Servant, 
in Luk. 16. 6,79 Who baſcly Defrauded his 
M1ſter, of no 1:15 than Twenty, yea, Fifty Per, 
Cent. but however the Forecaſt of ſuch a Ser- 
vant, wis Puravolically once improved in a 
Dilcourle 0) var L'yd, yet the Stealing was 
Damnadle and . ſorribl.. Servants, In the Namez 
of the God, who is of Purer Eyes than to behoid 
Evil, or look upon I 1iquity, | do Vehemently Wars 
every onz of yo 1, to cake heed of Wronging your 
Maters unt9 th: Value of a Penny as long as 
' you live. Never Give to Orhers, Never Take to 
Your ſelves, of your Maſters Goods,withour their 
Leave, unco th2 Value of a Farching. Mark 
what I ſay; By every A of Diſho.efy towards 
your Maſters, you do but Entail Everlaſting 
Diſaſters upon your own Afﬀayys. Probably 
your own Afayrs will aicerwards be fo unſucceb- 
ful, that you ihall fee, you have [mpoveriihed 
your ſ:lves a Pound, by every Shillinz, whereof 
you have Robd your Maſters in ſuch Pranks 
of Dijhonefty Unſproſperaus Dealers there are, 
tit will nzver Tz-:ve. Why not? Becauſe 
tacy have heretofore Chezted thoſe that Em- 
ploy'd chem, an1 che Laſting and Waſting Ven- 
geinc? of God will itill haunt them for it. Or, 
it 1t ſhould not bz fo, yet by this Diſh»nefty you 
will givs lacredibls Wounds unto your own 
gull: 
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guilty Souls. You muſt, if you are able, make 
ſome Reftturion, ſome Reparatzon, tor the Wrengs 
you have done, to your Maſters, but, it you are 
not Able to do Thet, you muſt however make 
a moſt Penitent Confefion of the Wrongs : Or, 
elſe yeu muft unavoidably periſh under the 
Rebukes of a Righteous, a Jealous, and Unre- 
conciled God, throughout Eternal Ages : Thy 
Soul never can ſee Peace until the Blood of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who Reſtored that which He 
took not away, have melted thy Heart, lo as to 
make thee Reſtore /as much as thou canſt, of what 
thou haſt thus takes away, Do, Dy before this 
be done, and, The Tormemtors of the Pit below, 
will Siezs and hold thy Soul, O thou Fraudu- 
lent Servant, until thou haſt Paid the utmoſt Far- 
thing ; but then, that cannot be until the very 
Heavens be no more ! 


VI. Let it be your Study to he Dcrvicea- 
ble unto your Maſters ( and Miſtreſſes ) Really, 


| Thoroughly, Univerſally Serviceable. There 


ha's been an old ſaying ſometimes uſed, Quot 
Serv: tot HoFtes, A man hath ſo many Miſcirefs, 
as he hath Servants, Oh | Confute chat Saying, 
by your Doing, all the Friendly Offices that you 
can poflibly do for your Maſters, in all their , 
Many Intereſts, T cannot but ſet before you, the 
Picture of a Servant, worthy to be an Exemple 
through all Ages; tis that of Joſeph, in Gen.39- 
2,3,4,j. The Lord was with Joſep, and he was 
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a Proſper cus man, and he was in the Honſe of his 

Maſter, th: Egyptian ; and his Maſter ſaw that the 

Lord was with him, and that the Lord made all 

that he did to proſper in bis Hand. And TFoſeh 
| found Grace in hu ſight, and he Served him, and he 
made hirs Overſeer over his Hot ſe, and all that he 
bad he put imo his Hand. --- And the Lord Kkleſſed the 
Egyptians Houſe for foſcphs ſake 5 and the Bleſſing 
of the Lord was upen all thar he had, in the Houſe, 
ans in the Field, A Servant worth * Gold ! Oh ! 
make th1s your Gaily Prayer and Care, Lord, 
make me @ Bleſſing ts all the Family where 1 Live ' 
Servants, Hlaye you no Opporturities to Lo Good 
unto your Maſters ? Ponder, and Enqul e, 
what you have. Ofrcen pt.e that Queſtion unto 
your felves, hich 2way may my Maſter become the 
better for me ? You may be Sezrviceadle to your 
Alajzers on very many Temporal Accounts ; 'Ex- 
atine, How ? But pollibly you may be Serzzcea- 
ble to your Maſters on Syiritual] Accounts allo. 
May not your Matters Children tor ever fare the 
better tor you,if you will be continually Teachin 
of them, and Praying tor them 2 This would 
be a wondrous T hing indeed, it the Children of 
thoſe, with whom you dwell, may have cauſe 
for ever © ſay, Bleſſed be God, for ſending ſuch a 
Servant imto my Fathers Houſe ; God ha's made that 
Servant a Father ( or @ Mother ) to my Soul ; Had 
477 7,08 been for what I ſaw and heard of that Ser- 
jvart, { maght have been undone Eternslly And 
gay not the Other Servants of your Maſters be 
; | brovght 
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[ 
brought home to God, by your means, if you 
do watchtully take Pains wich thera and for 
them ? Ihere was once a Serve: Converted unto 
God,by happening to over-hear his Fellow Servant, 
Crying to. God in Secret for his Converlion, 
Yea, The Sowls of your Maſters themfelves ; May 
not you be Inſtrumental ro Recover them from 
the Srares of Death ? There was once a Noted 
Maſter troubled with a Leprofie ; it was Naaman ; 
and the Addrexcs of his Diſcrezt Servants, het 
ped -him to the Cure of his Leproſy. Ir may 
be; thy Maſfer has a Vics liz> fome Lepro te 
ckaving unto him; and is i: not poſſible for 
th2ze now handſomely and modeſtly co come 


| UNLO him ; and {ay, Syr, I pray, that yow world 


give me Leave to do the part of a true cervans in 
this one thing ; 1 perceive your Proſperity 1s wvery 
mnch Endangered, by ſome Temptati ns, whereof it 
would oe well, if you were more aware, If I knew 
of any one miending t0 Ai yor, or t0 Rob yr, orto 
uo you any manner of Huit, ] were a wicked 
Wretch, if I did not preſemtl; inform you of it. 
Syr, 1 do now know of ſomething that intends ond 
threatens more miſchief 10 you then ! can Expreſs. 
You know Syr, What the Word of Gel ſneaks, about 
the Families that call not cy His Nnzo; You know 
Syr, What the Vord of God ſpeaks about theſe that 
it with Vain perſons 5 You know tz: {aid, Swear 
nor at all ; and *tis laid, Be not Drink wh 
Wine, wherem is Exceſs, You"! Excuſe rig Ire: 4914 
with you, Sr, and Believe that I icfgre wathing in 
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this Wartd , more than your Proſperity. Speak chus 
unto him ; and if you can't Speak it, then Write 
it, If thy Maſfer, be not a MonFer, he thank 
thee for ſuch a Repreſentation : and, What knoweſt 
thou, O Servant, but thou mayſt Save thy Maſter ? 
However, be ſure to carry thy Mafter in the 
Arms of thy Prayers unto the Lord, for His 
Blefting ; Do this every Day that comes over 
thy F2ad, as long as thou Liveſt with him. 


VII. Thoſe things which may have aTendency 
to make yon Ji] Servants, Avoid them Care- 
fully, Religiouſly,Eternally. Wherefore that you 
may not be Bad Servants, Abandon all Bad Courſes 


whatſoever. And let all Miſpence of Time | 


come under your very particular Deteſtation : 
P.wvide your Time juſtly between your Mafers, 
and your Own Souls ; and Squander it not away, 
in any of thoſe Impertinencies, which will at 
laſt cauſe you with unutrerable Bitterneſs to ut- 


| ter that Fitter Complaint, What Fruit have 1 


of thoſe things whereof I am new Hſbamee' No, 
But Redeem all the Time, you can, to accompliſh 
your ſelves, with ſuch points of Knowledge and 
of Goodneſs, as may render you Amiable to all 
the World. There is one ſpecial Miſpence of 


Time, whereto Servants, and others, are com- 
| mcnly addifted ; and that is, The Reaaing Af 
| Jdle Fomances, againſt which, Let me become 
; an Adviler, this Day ; neither Derided nor De- 


ipiſed. Thoſe Romances uſually beget, in the 
unwary 


od 


= w«. ©«@ »*. 


a a > 4 — ii. PF 


[is A Da _ LH dS ow wal wo 


— AASA S ak, _ ci.coo. ic. zcacq,q,qr. audio 


RES. 25s ©. 002 4, M.. Jones. od. alli. 


A Good Maſter well Served. 45 


unwary Readers of them, very falſe Notions of 
Love, Honour and Vertue ; and the Images of 
Servants OCcurring in them, are uſually jull of 
Wickedneſs. Beſides, The moſt of thoſe Roman: 
ces, are ſuch Fooliſh Tales, that the Readers, 
inſtead of being the Wiſer, or the. Better tar 
them, bave their minds very Senſibly thereby 
Tainted with a Frothy Vanity. You {hall there- 
fore find, That when you have been Reading 


, of a Romance, you will have little Heart after- 


wards to Read the Bible, che Book of God, and 
of Life. But indeed ! Are Books of Devotion, 
or Books of True and Good Hiſtory fo Scarce, 
that like Sine, you have only the Husks of Ro- 


{ mances tO feed upon! I fay, Diſtemper not 


your Souk, with fuch Venemous Papers, as will 
ere long leave you wiſhing, Ob | that I ceuld 
now Recal yhe Time which 1 ſpent in Reading of | 
Silly Romances | Oh! That I had ſpent that Preest- * 
ous Trme, in Readmyg theſe Things that might have 
belped me in the Service of God, and of my Genera- 
F103. 

But of all the Pernicious Things, which do 
make 1/l-Servants, & are therefore to be Shunn'd 
by All Servants, there is none more Pernicious | 
than thar of Evil-Companp ! Servants, O Re- 
member that Caveat of Wiſdom, 4 Companion of 
Fools, ſhall be deſtroyed, There are Knets. of E- 
wil Companions, in every Town ; thofe K»0:s it 
once you are in them, they will hold you faſt 
1 the Bonds of Iniquity. Tis ig Fad Company, | 
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that you will get thoſe Vicious Curſing, Swearing, 
Wann, Lying, Seernful, Habits, which will render 
you Abhorr*d4, not only by the Holy Lord, but 
alſo by ali Sober and Vertuous Men. Tis in 
Bad Company, that you] come to be bewitrched 
with the Unlawfnl Games, of Cards, and of Dice, 
which have 1n all Ages been Thundred againſt, 
by a Cloud of Witneſſes, as well Pagans, as Chriſti- 
ans, and Profane the Name of God, by Playing 
with Pure Lots, which are Solemn and Sacred 
Things. Tis in Bad Company, that you'l hear 
the Words & Wayes & People of God, Scofted 
at, until you your felves have Learnft likewiſe 
to Scoff at them,and Sit in the Seat of the Seorner, 


Your Maſters are never like to have any Good of | 


you more, it you are once fallen into the Snares 
of this Evil Con;pany. Nor is this all the Lamen- 


; Fation aud Mournmg and Wo, which I am to pro- 


duce concerning you ; No, "This Evil Company 
wilt carry thee down with them unto the Cor- 
gregation of the Damned for ever ; and the Fiery 


Fernace of Hell, will be Seven Times the Hotter | 


upon thee, for thy having of thy Old, Lewd, 
Mad Companions about thee, in that hideous Place 
of Torment, How many forlorn Servants, have 
I beheld upon their Death-Beds, Looking upon 
their former Companions now viſiting of them, as 
upon fo many Toads of Egypt in their Chambers, 
2nd Crying out, with the Dimneſs of the An- 
guiſh, of the Second Death upon them, Ob ! 
Theſe Companions,bave been the undoing of my wy : 

Con; 
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Conſider of theſe Things, O our Servants ; De- 


part from the Tents of thoſe Wicked Creatures, leſs 
you Periſh in all their Sins. 


Thus have the Duties of a SERVANT beer 
diſplay'd before you. What can I ſay more but 


a Maſter, or a Miſtreſs, what ſort of a Servant 
would I deſire ? So, Servant, go thy way, and bs 
thy ſelf Such a Servant. 

Le: every Prentice now among you, Reſolve 
thus, to Do his Matter Good and nc Hur, all the 
Dayes, of his being ſo Related.- Shall 1 a little 
Reaſon wich the Lads? Why, Seven years will 
not laft alwaye: ; Behave your iclves Vertuoully, 
unti] the Seven years, more or leſs, be Expired ; 
and fo, how meanly ſoever you may fare, vou 
ſhall have the Continua} Feaſs of a Good Con» * 
ſciznce in you, all che Time of your Prentice ſhip ; 
and when your Time is out, it is likely that 
God will mulciply His Bleffings upon you 
Men will Reſpect you, Employ you, Value you 
and at laſt, when Time ſhall be no more, Our Lord 
will {ec open tor you, the Doors of His Heavenly 
Fathers Houſe, to which you ſhall be welcomed, 
with a, Well done, Good and Faithful Servant, 
Enter into Foy. 


Let every Yandmaid, now among you, Re- 
ſolve thus ro Reply unto theſe things, Beb'/d, 
the Handmaid of the Loyd, be it unto me according 
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to thy Word ! There was once, A Little Maid 
waiting ow the Wife of Naaman, who brought the 
Houſe where ſhe Served, into ſuch an Acquain- 
tance, with the God of Iſrael, that they had cauſe 
to praiſe God for ever, for ſuch a Maiden. One 
Maid in a Houſe, that ſhall be a Wiſe Virgin 
here, may glotiouſly Exlighten it. Will you 
then be fuch prudent, ſuch painful, and ſuch 
prayertul Aids, and fo buſily, ſo thrittily ma- 
nage the Things committed unto you, and have 
luch a Metherly Regard for the Childres which 
are perhaps to be Tended by you, as that your 
M:ſireſſes may have cauſe to count you their Chil- 
dren, rather than their Servants 2 Even, Maid ſer- 
wants may be among the Da: ghters, that ſhall be 
as Corner-Stcnes in our Houſes, and poliſhed for the 
Bu:ldins of the Temple. 

And will not che Scores of Slaves, the 
poor Blacks, now alſo in this Aﬀembly, Grve 
Earneſt Heed, unco theſe words of God ? Give 
Ear, ye pitted Blacks, Give Ear ! It is allowed 
in the Scriptures, to the Gentiles, That they May 


keep Slaves although the Law of Charity requires. 


your Owners, to Ule you, ' as thoſe that have 
Keaſonable Souls within you. Yea, *twould be 
againit che Conſctn:e of any Good man, to 
keep you jor S/4ves, if he find himſelf unable 
tO ule you according to that Law of Charity. 
Bur the moſt of you, have fo little cauſe to ge- 
frs your b2ing any other than Slaves as you are, 
& Wherg you gc, that it would loog make you 
| Mit» 
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miſerable to be otherwiſe. You are better Fed: 
6 better Clothed,8 better Managed by far,than you 
would be, if you were your Own wen. All that 
now remains for you, is to become firſt the Good 
Servants of the Lord Teſus Chriſt, & then,of thoſe 
that have purchaſed you. There was a Coun- 
trey of Swarthy People, of whom *twas foretold, 
in Pſal. 68. 31. Ethiopia, [ or, more truly, Ara- 
A ſhall ſoon ſtretch out her Hands unto God. 
Well then, poor Ethiopians, do you now Stretch 
out your Hands unto the Lord ; even thole poor 
Black Hands of yours, the Lord calleth for them. 
Lift thoſe Hands of yours in Petitions to the 
Lord ; Pray conſtantly, as well as you can, That 
the Lord would make you - Servants unto Himſelf, 
and Pardon you, and Accept you, and Save you, thro' 
Feſus Chriſt for ever. Set thoſe Hands of yours 
to Engagements to the Lord ; Vow ſolemnly as 
well as you can, That you will be the Servants of 
the Lord, by the Help of His Grace, as long as you 
Live. And be ſure, that you never Stretch forth 
your Hands, unto any Evil; alwayes Keep your 
Hands from doing any Evil ; do not by Fornicati- 
on, by Drunkennefs, by Stealing, by Lying, by 
Running away,make your ſelves infinitely Black» 
er than you are already, No, But put yourſelves 
into the Hands of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; be 
willing that the Lord Jeſus Chrift, ſhould make 
you His Own, And then, for the ſake of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be Good Servants, unto thalg 
that own you ; Do for your Maſters, and yott 
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Miſrreſſes, all the Service that you can ; and be 
orderly in every thing. « 

- $0, though your Skins are of the colour of 
the Night, yet your Souls will be waſhed White 
in the Blood of the Lamb: and be Entitled unto 
an Inheritance in Light : Though you are in Sla- 
very to men, yet you ſhall be the Free-men of the 
Lord, the Children of God : Though you are 
Fed among the »Dogs, with the Orrs of our Ta- 
bles, yet you fhall at length, Ly down unto a 
Feaſf with Avraham himſelt, in the Heaven of 
the Blefi-d. Beenft you Diſcouraged ; it. will 
be but a {itth, a Little, a Little While, and all 
your pains will End in Everlaſting Joyes. 

But it you will not be ſuch Orderly Ser- 
wants, "tis a terrible thing that I have to ſay un- 
to'vou. All the Sorrows that you ſee in this 
World, are but the . Beginnings of Sorrows, and 
Little Emblems of the Sorrows that remain for 
you in another, Do you meet with Hunger 
here? You ſhall there be Hungry and hardly be- 
fteas tor ever. Does the Heat Oppreſs you 
here ? You thall there be Tormented im a Flame 
hotter than that of Erim{tone for ever. Does 
the Cold affliit you here 2 You ſhall there have 
Gnaſhing of T+:th for ever ? Do you here ſome- 
times want your Sl:zep? There you ſhall not 
Reſ?, neither Pay wor Night, for ever? Are you 
Beaten here ? Why, the Dewi] will be your 0: 
werſeer ; and you't b2 Welt:ing under intollerable 
Blows and Wounds, World without End. 
Maſters, 
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Maſters, Theſe poor Negros: will hardly 
mind what I fay; I pray, do you Repeat it 
unto them. 


And now, ray the Lord bring us all .to 
that Bliſs, where Abraham the Maſter, and 
Eliezer, or Lazarus the Servant, are together 
With the Lord for ever ! Amen. ; 


% 


Quamvuis hoc nec a Taicis widetiy Exceptum, 
ſpecialiter tamen Sacerdotibus probatur Impoſirum, ut 
tales Miniftros habeant qui Divinis Regulis non .- 
repug nent. 
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a HERE is now in the Preſs, A 
Serious Diſcourſe, Intirwled, Un- | 
fruitful Hearers Detefted and Warned, 
Wherein the Danger of, and by, 

C--profitable Hearing, is laid open & cautioned 

ayairſt. As it was delivered, in the Courſe of 4$- 

his . Miniftry, By Mr. Nehemiah Walter, Paſtor | 
of the Church in Rexborough, Publiſhed by |} 
fome of the Hearers. 


Sold by Michael Perry,at his Shop under the 
Weit end of-the Town-Houſe, in Boſton, 
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